SOME  PRESENT  EDUCATIONAL  TENDENCIES       49

the school of a certain amount of responsibility for ob-
taining positions for boys and girls, yet little cognizance
is taken of qualities and abilities or disabilities that later
become important factors in vocational success. The
irrationality of our present scheme, which takes no ac-
count even of such characterizations of prospective em-
ployes as teachers could give on the basis of their knowl-
edge of children, quite apart from psychological study,
leads to great waste. One great hope for future better
vocational adjustment is through the application of what
can be learned during school life by teachers and clinical
psychologists of special fitness for different industrial
occupations.

Interpretation of all the movements we have briefly
reviewed from the point of view of their purpose, strength-
ens our thesis that intensive observation of individuals
is complementary to investigation of whole groups.
Through individual diagnosis such as we have out-
lined in the previous chapters, much may be learned
that will have direct application to changes in subjects
to be taught and methods to be used, at least in problem
cases, as well as in applying to vocational guidance what
may be learned through studying the facts of individual
differences.